
umass dartmouth financial aid office

umass dartmouth financial aid office serves as a critical resource for students seeking assistance
to fund their education at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth. This office provides
comprehensive information and support regarding scholarships, grants, loans, and work-study
opportunities. Navigating the financial aid process can be complex, but the umass dartmouth
financial aid office offers guidance to ensure students maximize the financial resources available to
them. Whether prospective or current students, understanding eligibility criteria, application
procedures, and deadlines is essential. This article explores the key functions, types of aid,
application processes, and important policies related to the umass dartmouth financial aid office.
The goal is to equip students and families with the knowledge needed to make informed financial
decisions about attending UMass Dartmouth.
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Overview of the UMass Dartmouth Financial Aid Office
The umass dartmouth financial aid office is dedicated to assisting students in securing financial
support for their academic pursuits. It functions as a centralized hub where students can access
information about federal, state, institutional, and private aid options. The office staff comprises
experienced financial aid professionals who provide personalized counseling to help students
understand their financial aid packages and repayment obligations. Located on campus, the office
also facilitates workshops and informational sessions to educate students about budgeting, loan
management, and scholarship opportunities. Collaboration with various university departments
ensures that students receive up-to-date and accurate financial aid information throughout their
enrollment at UMass Dartmouth.

Mission and Services
The primary mission of the umass dartmouth financial aid office is to promote access to higher
education by making it affordable for all eligible students. Services offered include:

Assistance with completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

Evaluation and packaging of financial aid awards



Disbursement of grants, scholarships, loans, and work-study funds

Financial literacy education and debt counseling

Support for students facing special circumstances affecting their financial aid eligibility

Types of Financial Aid Available
The umass dartmouth financial aid office administers a wide range of financial aid programs
designed to meet diverse student needs. Aid is typically categorized into need-based and merit-based
awards, each with specific eligibility requirements and application procedures. Understanding the
different types of financial aid is essential for students to identify the best options for their individual
financial situations.

Grants and Scholarships
Grants and scholarships represent gift aid that does not require repayment. The umass dartmouth
financial aid office offers several institutional scholarships alongside federal and state grant
programs. Common grants and scholarships include:

Pell Grants: Federal need-based grants awarded to undergraduate students with
demonstrated financial need.

Massachusetts State Grants: State-funded aid for Massachusetts residents meeting income
and enrollment criteria.

UMass Dartmouth Scholarships: Merit-based awards for academic achievement,
leadership, and other criteria.

Private Scholarships: External scholarships coordinated through the financial aid office.

Loans
For students requiring additional funding, the umass dartmouth financial aid office facilitates access
to federal student loans, which must be repaid with interest. Loan options include:

Federal Direct Subsidized Loans: Need-based loans where interest is paid by the
government while the student is in school.

Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loans: Non-need-based loans accruing interest during all
periods.

PLUS Loans: Loans for parents or graduate students with credit approval.



Work-Study Programs
The Federal Work-Study Program provides part-time employment opportunities for students to earn
money to help pay education expenses. The umass dartmouth financial aid office coordinates campus
and community jobs aligned with students’ academic schedules and career interests.

Application Process and Deadlines
Applying for financial aid through the umass dartmouth financial aid office involves several steps
and adherence to strict deadlines. Timely submission of all required documents is crucial to
maximize eligibility for aid programs.

Filing the FAFSA
The first step for most students is completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
The umass dartmouth financial aid office uses FAFSA data to determine eligibility for federal and
state aid programs. It is recommended to file the FAFSA as early as possible after October 1st each
year to meet priority deadlines.

Supplemental Documentation
After FAFSA processing, students may be required to submit additional documentation, such as tax
returns, verification forms, or proof of residency. The financial aid office notifies students of any
outstanding requirements and provides guidance on how to complete them.

Important Deadlines
Meeting deadlines is essential to securing financial aid. Key deadlines include:

FAFSA submission deadline – varies by academic year, typically June 30 for federal aid1.

UMass Dartmouth institutional scholarship application deadlines – usually in the early spring2.

State grant application deadlines – generally in the spring for the next academic year3.

Verification document submission – as requested after FAFSA review4.

Eligibility Requirements and Verification
Determining eligibility for financial aid involves assessing multiple factors including financial need,



enrollment status, academic progress, and citizenship. The umass dartmouth financial aid office
adheres to federal and institutional guidelines to ensure fair and accurate award decisions.

Financial Need Analysis
Financial need is calculated by subtracting the Expected Family Contribution (EFC), derived from
FAFSA data, from the cost of attendance (COA). The COA includes tuition, fees, room and board,
books, and other expenses. Students demonstrating need are prioritized for grants and subsidized
loans.

Satisfactory Academic Progress
To maintain eligibility for financial aid, students must meet the university’s satisfactory academic
progress (SAP) standards. These include maintaining a minimum GPA and completing a required
percentage of attempted credits within a specified timeframe.

Verification Process
Some FAFSA applications are selected for verification, requiring students to provide documentation
to confirm the accuracy of the information submitted. The umass dartmouth financial aid office
facilitates this process and communicates clearly with students regarding necessary paperwork.

Additional Resources and Support Services
The umass dartmouth financial aid office offers more than just awards and application assistance. It
provides valuable resources to help students manage their finances and plan for repayment of loans
after graduation.

Financial Literacy Programs
Workshops and online tools are available to educate students about budgeting, responsible
borrowing, and debt management. These programs aim to foster financial responsibility and reduce
loan default rates.

Special Circumstances and Appeals
Students experiencing changes in financial situations, such as job loss or medical expenses, can
request a reevaluation of their aid package through a formal appeal process. The financial aid office
reviews each case individually to provide appropriate adjustments when warranted.



Contact and Communication
Students are encouraged to maintain regular contact with the umass dartmouth financial aid office
via email, phone, or in-person visits. Staying informed about award status, deadlines, and policy
changes is vital to ensuring uninterrupted financial aid support throughout their academic journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of financial aid are available at UMass Dartmouth
Financial Aid Office?
UMass Dartmouth Financial Aid Office offers various types of financial aid including federal and
state grants, scholarships, work-study programs, and student loans to help students finance their
education.

How can I apply for financial aid at UMass Dartmouth?
To apply for financial aid at UMass Dartmouth, students must complete the FAFSA (Free Application
for Federal Student Aid) each year and submit any additional required documents to the Financial
Aid Office.

Where is the UMass Dartmouth Financial Aid Office located
and how can I contact them?
The UMass Dartmouth Financial Aid Office is located on the main campus in North Dartmouth, MA.
You can contact them by phone at (508) 999-8FAD (8323) or via email at finaid@umassd.edu.

What are the important deadlines for financial aid
applications at UMass Dartmouth?
Important deadlines for financial aid applications at UMass Dartmouth include submitting the
FAFSA by March 1 for state aid consideration and earlier deadlines for certain scholarships. It's
recommended to check the Financial Aid Office website for the most current deadlines.

Does UMass Dartmouth Financial Aid Office offer assistance
for international students?
Yes, the UMass Dartmouth Financial Aid Office provides guidance for international students
regarding available scholarships and payment plans, but international students are generally not
eligible for federal financial aid programs.



Additional Resources
1. Understanding UMass Dartmouth Financial Aid: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides a detailed overview of the financial aid options available at UMass Dartmouth. It
covers everything from federal and state aid to university-specific scholarships and grants. Students
will learn how to navigate the application process, deadlines, and eligibility criteria to maximize
their financial support.

2. Maximizing Your Financial Aid at UMass Dartmouth
Focused on strategies to optimize financial aid packages, this book helps students and families
understand how to increase their chances of receiving aid. It includes tips on filling out the FAFSA,
applying for scholarships, and managing loan options responsibly. Real-life examples from UMass
Dartmouth students highlight successful approaches.

3. The UMass Dartmouth Financial Aid Office Handbook
A practical manual designed for both students and staff, this handbook explains the inner workings
of the UMass Dartmouth Financial Aid Office. It details the policies, procedures, and services
offered, providing clarity on how to get assistance and resolve common issues related to financial
aid.

4. Scholarships and Grants at UMass Dartmouth: Unlocking Opportunities
This book focuses exclusively on the variety of scholarships and grants available at UMass
Dartmouth. It outlines eligibility requirements, application tips, and deadlines. Students will find
advice on crafting compelling scholarship applications and essays to stand out in the selection
process.

5. Federal Student Aid Explained: A UMass Dartmouth Perspective
Providing a deep dive into federal student aid programs, this title explains how Pell Grants, Direct
Loans, and work-study programs function at UMass Dartmouth. The book demystifies complex
federal regulations and helps students understand their rights and responsibilities.

6. Managing Student Loans at UMass Dartmouth
This guide offers crucial information on borrowing responsibly and managing student loan debt for
UMass Dartmouth students. It covers loan types, repayment plans, deferment options, and tips for
avoiding common pitfalls. The goal is to empower students with knowledge to maintain financial
health post-graduation.

7. Financial Aid Appeals and Troubleshooting at UMass Dartmouth
Sometimes financial aid packages need adjustments; this book guides students through the appeals
process at UMass Dartmouth. It provides advice on how to present compelling cases, gather
necessary documentation, and communicate effectively with the Financial Aid Office to seek
additional support.

8. Part-Time Work and Financial Aid: Balancing Jobs and Studies at UMass Dartmouth
Exploring the role of part-time employment in funding education, this book discusses work-study
options and off-campus jobs suitable for UMass Dartmouth students. It highlights how employment
income interacts with financial aid eligibility and offers tips for balancing work commitments with
academic success.

9. Financial Literacy for UMass Dartmouth Students
Beyond financial aid, this book equips students with essential money management skills, including



budgeting, saving, and credit management. Tailored to the UMass Dartmouth community, it helps
students make informed financial decisions throughout their college journey and beyond.
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