umson library

umson library stands as a cornerstone resource for students, faculty, and researchers associated with
the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ). Known for its extensive collections,
digital resources, and specialized services, the Umson Library plays a crucial role in supporting
academic excellence and research innovation in health sciences. This article delves into the various
facets of Umson Library, exploring its history, collections, services, and technological advancements.
Whether you are a medical student, a faculty member, or an external researcher, understanding the
offerings of Umson Library can significantly enhance your academic and professional endeavors.
Additionally, this piece highlights the library’s commitment to accessibility, community engagement, and
continuous improvement. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of the Umson

Library’s functions and resources, guiding users on how to maximize their library experience.

¢ History and Background of Umson Library

¢ Collections and Resources

¢ Services Offered at Umson Library

¢ Technology and Digital Access
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History and Background of Umson Library

The Umson Library has a rich history deeply intertwined with the development of medical education
and research in New Jersey. Established to serve the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New
Jersey (UMDNJ), the library was designed to support the growing needs of health sciences students
and faculty. Over the decades, it has evolved from a traditional repository of books and journals into a
dynamic center for information, incorporating the latest technologies and expanding its collections to
include digital and multimedia resources. The library is named to honor a significant contributor or
benefactor, reflecting its legacy of academic support and community partnership. This historical
foundation underpins its commitment to providing comprehensive support for biomedical research,

clinical practice, and education.

Collections and Resources

At the heart of Umson Library’s offerings are its extensive collections tailored to health sciences
disciplines. The library houses a vast array of print and electronic resources, including books, peer-
reviewed journals, clinical guidelines, research reports, and multimedia materials. These collections
cover fields such as medicine, dentistry, nursing, pharmacy, public health, and allied health
professions. The library continuously updates its holdings to ensure users have access to the most

current and relevant information.

Print and Digital Collections

Umson Library’s print collection includes thousands of volumes specializing in biomedical sciences,
clinical medicine, and health policy. Complementing this is a robust digital collection accessible 24/7,
featuring e-books, online journals, databases, and institutional repositories. The digital resources
facilitate remote access to essential scholarly content, supporting distance learning and off-campus

research activities.



Specialized Databases and Journals

The library subscribes to numerous specialized databases such as PubMed, CINAHL, Cochrane
Library, and clinical trial registries. These databases provide authoritative and peer-reviewed scientific
literature, systematic reviews, and evidence-based medicine resources. In addition, the collection
includes access to leading medical journals and publications crucial for clinical decision-making and

research development.

Archival and Rare Materials

Beyond contemporary resources, Umson Library maintains archival materials and rare collections that
document the history of medicine and healthcare education at UMDNJ. These curated collections

serve as valuable resources for historical research and institutional memory.

Services Offered at Umson Library

Umson Library offers a comprehensive range of services designed to support academic success,
research productivity, and clinical excellence. These services are tailored to meet the diverse needs of

students, faculty, researchers, and healthcare professionals affiliated with UMDNJ.

Research Assistance and Consultation

Librarians at Umson Library provide expert research assistance, helping users navigate complex
biomedical databases, develop search strategies, and identify appropriate resources. Personalized

consultations are available for in-depth research projects, systematic reviews, and grant preparation.

Interlibrary Loan and Document Delivery

When materials are not available within the Umson Library collections, users can request interlibrary



loans to access books, articles, and other documents from partner institutions. The library also offers

document delivery services to ensure timely access to essential research materials.

Study Spaces and Technology Access

The library provides quiet study areas, group study rooms, and collaborative workspaces equipped
with modern technology. Users have access to computers, printers, scanners, and multimedia

equipment to facilitate academic work and projects.

Instruction and Workshops

Regular instructional sessions and workshops are conducted to enhance information literacy, database
searching skills, citation management, and evidence-based practice. These educational programs

empower users to efficiently utilize library resources and improve research outcomes.

Technology and Digital Access

Umson Library embraces cutting-edge technology to provide seamless digital access and enhance the
user experience. The integration of advanced information systems ensures that users can retrieve,

manage, and utilize information efficiently.

Online Catalog and User Portal

The online catalog allows users to search the entire Umson Library collection, including print and
electronic resources. The user portal provides personalized account management features such as

renewing loans, placing holds, and tracking interlibrary loan requests.



Remote Access and Mobile Compatibility

Recognizing the needs of a mobile and distributed user base, Umson Library offers remote access to
its digital resources through secure authentication systems. The library’s website and databases are

optimized for mobile devices, enabling research on-the-go.

Digital Repositories and Open Access

Umson Library supports open access initiatives and maintains digital repositories that archive
institutional research outputs, theses, and dissertations. These repositories enhance the visibility and

dissemination of scholarly work produced by UMDNJ affiliates.

Community Engagement and Educational Programs

Beyond serving as a resource center, Umson Library actively engages with the academic and local
community through a variety of educational and outreach initiatives. These programs foster

collaboration, knowledge sharing, and lifelong learning.

Collaborations with Academic Departments

The library partners with academic departments to integrate information literacy into curricula, support
faculty research, and promote evidence-based teaching practices. Such collaborations ensure that

library resources align with curricular goals and research priorities.

Workshops and Seminars

Umson Library hosts workshops and seminars on topics such as research methodologies, data
management, scholarly publishing, and health information literacy. These events are designed to

enhance skills and knowledge relevant to biomedical and health sciences fields.



Outreach to Healthcare Professionals

The library extends its services to healthcare professionals in affiliated hospitals and clinics, providing

tailored resources and training to support clinical practice, continuing education, and patient care.

Access and Membership Details

Access to Umson Library resources and facilities is primarily granted to UMDNJ students, faculty, and
staff. However, the library also offers membership options and visiting privileges for external

researchers and healthcare professionals.

University Affiliates

UMDNJ affiliates enjoy full access to all library resources, services, and study spaces. They benefit
from personalized support, remote access to digital materials, and participation in library programs

without additional fees.

External Users and Community Members

External users, including researchers and healthcare workers unaffiliated with UMDNJ, may obtain
limited access through guest memberships or institutional agreements. Policies regarding borrowing

privileges, computer use, and resource access vary accordingly.

Access Policies and Hours

The library maintains clear access policies to ensure resource availability and security. Regular
operating hours accommodate the academic calendar, with extended hours during exam periods to

support student study needs.



Full access for UMDNJ students, faculty, and staff

Guest and external membership options

Remote access to digital collections for affiliates

Designated study spaces and technology access

Regular and extended hours during critical academic periods

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the operating hours of the UMSON Library?

The UMSON Library is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM, and on weekends from
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

How can | access UMSON Library's digital resources?

You can access UMSON Library's digital resources by logging in through the library's website using

your university credentials.

Does UMSON Library offer study rooms for group work?

Yes, UMSON Library provides reservable study rooms equipped with whiteboards and multimedia

capabilities for group study sessions.

Can non-UMSON students use the UMSON Library facilities?

Non-UMSON students may access the library facilities on-site but may have limited access to



borrowing privileges and digital resources.

What types of materials are available at UMSON Library?

UMSON Library offers a wide range of materials including nursing textbooks, journals, research

databases, multimedia resources, and clinical practice guides.

Is there assistance available for research at UMSON Library?

Yes, UMSON Library provides research assistance through librarians who specialize in nursing and

health sciences to help with literature searches and citation management.

How do | request an interlibrary loan through UMSON Library?

You can request an interlibrary loan by submitting a request form on the UMSON Library website or by

contacting the library staff directly.

Are there workshops or training sessions offered by UMSON Library?

UMSON Library regularly offers workshops and training sessions on topics such as research skills,

database usage, and citation management.

What COVID-19 safety measures are in place at UMSON Library?

UMSON Library follows university guidelines including mandatory mask-wearing, social distancing, and

regular sanitization to ensure the safety of patrons and staff.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring the UMSON Library: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth look at the University of Maryland School of Nursing (UMSON) Library,
detailing its resources, services, and layout. It serves as an essential guide for new students and

faculty to navigate the library efficiently. The book also highlights digital tools and research support



available to the nursing community.

2. Research Strategies for Nursing Students at UMSON Library

A practical manual designed to help nursing students maximize their research efforts using UMSON
Library’s vast collections. It covers database searching, citation management, and critical appraisal of
scholarly articles. The book aims to improve students’ academic performance and evidence-based

practice skills.

3. Digital Resources and Nursing Informatics in UMSON Library

This title focuses on the digital and technological resources offered by the UMSON Library. It explores
nursing informatics, electronic health records, and online databases essential for contemporary nursing
education and practice. Readers will learn how to integrate technology into their research and clinical

work.

4. History and Evolution of UMSON Library

Tracing the growth of the UMSON Library from its inception to the present day, this book chronicles
significant milestones in its development. It provides context about how the library has adapted to
changing educational needs and technological advancements. The narrative includes interviews with

librarians and faculty who have contributed to its success.

5. Evidence-Based Practice and the UMSON Library

This book explains how the UMSON Library supports evidence-based nursing practice through its
collections and services. It includes case studies demonstrating effective use of library resources in
clinical decision-making. The text is a valuable resource for both students and practicing nurses

seeking to enhance patient care.

6. UMSON Library’s Role in Interprofessional Education

Highlighting the library’s contribution to fostering collaboration among health professions students, this
book explores interprofessional education initiatives supported by the UMSON Library. It discusses
resources, workshops, and spaces designed to encourage teamwork and communication across

disciplines.



7. Library Skills for Graduate Nursing Students at UMSON

A focused guide to advanced library research skills tailored for graduate nursing students at UMSON.
The book covers systematic reviews, meta-analyses, and grant writing support available through the
library. It aims to equip graduate students with the tools needed for scholarly success and professional

development.

8. UMSON Library’s Special Collections in Nursing

This book showcases unique and rare materials housed within the UMSON Library’s special
collections. It includes historical nursing texts, archival documents, and multimedia resources that
provide rich insights into the nursing profession’s heritage. The collection is a treasure trove for

researchers and history enthusiasts.

9. Community Outreach and Educational Programs at UMSON Library

Focusing on the library’s engagement with the wider community, this book describes educational
programs, health literacy workshops, and public events hosted by UMSON Library. It emphasizes the
library’s role in promoting health education beyond the university setting. Readers will appreciate the

library’s commitment to community service and lifelong learning.
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