
under in spanish duolingo
under in spanish duolingo is a common phrase that learners encounter while studying Spanish
through the Duolingo platform. Understanding how to translate and use the word "under" in Spanish
is essential for grasping prepositions, spatial relationships, and sentence structure. This article
explores the various translations and uses of "under" in Spanish as taught by Duolingo, including
context-specific meanings and common phrases. Additionally, it covers practical tips for learning and
remembering these concepts effectively when using the Duolingo app. By the end of this
comprehensive guide, users will have a thorough understanding of how "under" functions in
Spanish, enhancing their vocabulary and conversational skills. The following sections detail the
translation, usage, examples, and learning strategies related to "under" in Spanish on Duolingo.

Understanding the Translation of "Under" in Spanish

Common Uses of "Under" in Spanish Sentences

Examples of "Under" in Spanish from Duolingo Exercises

Tips for Mastering "Under" in Spanish on Duolingo

Understanding the Translation of "Under" in Spanish

The word "under" in English translates primarily to debajo de in Spanish. Duolingo emphasizes this
phrase as the most direct and widely used equivalent. The preposition debajo de literally means
"below" or "underneath" and is used to indicate spatial relationships where one object is physically
beneath another. While other words can sometimes convey similar ideas, debajo de is the standard
term for "under" in most contexts taught in Duolingo lessons.

Alternative Translations and Their Nuances

Besides debajo de, Spanish includes other prepositions that can translate to "under," depending on
the context. For example, bajo is a shorter preposition that also means "under" or "below," but it is
often used in more formal or abstract contexts, such as "under the law" (bajo la ley). Another term,
inferior a, means "inferior to" or "below" in a hierarchical sense rather than physical placement.

Duolingo introduces these variations gradually, focusing first on the most common and practical
usage, debajo de, before expanding to more advanced lessons that include bajo and other
expressions.



Pronunciation Tips for "Debajo de"

Proper pronunciation of debajo de is crucial for clear communication. Duolingo provides audio
examples to help learners master the phrase:

De sounds like "deh," with a soft "d" and short "e."

bajo is pronounced "BAH-ho," with the "j" sounding like an English "h."

de is repeated as in the first syllable.

Practicing these sounds repeatedly on Duolingo aids retention and fluency.

Common Uses of "Under" in Spanish Sentences

Duolingo teaches that "under" in Spanish is most commonly used to describe physical location but
can also appear in idiomatic expressions. Recognizing the various uses helps learners apply the
preposition correctly.

Physical Placement and Location

The primary use of "under" is to indicate that something is below or beneath something else. For
example, "The cat is under the table" translates to El gato está debajo de la mesa. This direct spatial
relationship is fundamental in everyday conversation and is frequently practiced in Duolingo
exercises.

Figurative and Abstract Uses

While Duolingo focuses on physical uses first, it also introduces figurative meanings of "under," such
as authority or conditions. For example, "under the law" (bajo la ley) or "under pressure" (bajo
presión) show how "under" extends beyond physical space to express abstract relationships.

Common Phrases Featuring "Under"

Some commonly used Spanish phrases incorporating "under" are:



debajo de la cama – under the bed

bajo ninguna circunstancia – under no circumstances

bajo control – under control

debajo del agua – under water

These phrases often appear in Duolingo sentence examples and vocabulary drills to reinforce
learning.

Examples of "Under" in Spanish from Duolingo
Exercises

Duolingo provides numerous practical examples to help learners understand how to use "under" in
Spanish sentences. These examples range from simple to complex structures, allowing progressive
mastery of the concept.

Basic Sentence Examples

Early lessons typically feature straightforward sentences such as:

El libro está debajo de la mesa. (The book is under the table.)

La pelota está debajo del sofá. (The ball is under the sofa.)

El niño se escondió debajo de la cama. (The boy hid under the bed.)

These examples highlight the use of debajo de followed by a definite article and noun.

Intermediate and Contextual Examples

As learners progress, Duolingo introduces sentences that use alternative prepositions or figurative
meanings, such as:

Estamos bajo presión para terminar el proyecto. (We are under pressure to finish the project.)



Ella vive debajo del puente. (She lives under the bridge.)

Los documentos están bajo reserva. (The documents are under confidentiality.)

These examples demonstrate how "under" adapts to different contexts and meanings.

Tips for Mastering "Under" in Spanish on Duolingo

To effectively learn and retain the proper use of "under" in Spanish through Duolingo, learners
should adopt specific strategies that enhance understanding and recall.

Consistent Practice and Repetition

Repetition is vital when learning prepositions like "under." Duolingo's gamified exercises encourage
repeated exposure to phrases like debajo de, which reinforces memorization. Regular practice of
translation, listening, and speaking exercises helps solidify usage.

Use Visual and Contextual Cues

Duolingo often pairs vocabulary with images and situations that depict spatial relationships, such as
an object under a table. Associating the phrase with a visual scene aids comprehension and long-
term retention.

Expand Vocabulary with Related Prepositions

Learning related prepositions such as sobre (over), encima de (on top of), and entre (between)
alongside debajo de provides a broader understanding of spatial language. Duolingo’s structured
lessons introduce these terms progressively, helping learners distinguish subtle differences.

Practice Speaking and Writing

Active use of the word "under" in Spanish through speaking and writing exercises improves fluency.
Duolingo’s speaking challenges and sentence construction tasks encourage learners to produce
sentences using debajo de and other related prepositions.



Review Grammar Rules for Prepositions

Understanding the grammatical structure involving prepositions is essential. For example, "under"
in Spanish is often followed by the preposition de, and the article must agree with the noun’s gender
and number (debajo del for masculine singular, debajo de la for feminine singular). Recognizing
these rules helps prevent common errors.

Use debajo del before masculine singular nouns (e.g., debajo del árbol).

Use debajo de la before feminine singular nouns (e.g., debajo de la silla).

For plural nouns, use debajo de los or debajo de las accordingly.

Duolingo’s lessons reinforce these grammatical agreements through examples and corrections.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you say 'under' in Spanish on Duolingo?
On Duolingo, 'under' is translated as 'debajo' or 'debajo de' in Spanish.

What is the difference between 'debajo' and 'debajo de' in
Spanish?
Both mean 'under,' but 'debajo de' is used when specifying what something is under, for example,
'debajo de la mesa' means 'under the table.'

Does Duolingo teach the use of 'under' with verbs or
prepositions in Spanish?
Duolingo teaches 'under' primarily as a preposition using 'debajo de' to indicate location beneath
something.

Are there any common phrases with 'under' that Duolingo
highlights?
Yes, Duolingo often includes phrases like 'El gato está debajo de la cama' meaning 'The cat is under
the bed.'

Can 'under' be translated differently in Spanish depending on



context on Duolingo?
Yes, sometimes 'under' can be translated as 'bajo' especially in formal contexts, but Duolingo mostly
uses 'debajo de' for everyday situations.

How does Duolingo help learners remember the word 'debajo'
for 'under'?
Duolingo uses repetition in sentences and matching exercises to help learners associate 'debajo'
with the meaning 'under.'

Is 'debajo' used with definite or indefinite articles on
Duolingo?
On Duolingo, 'debajo de' is often used with definite articles like 'la' or 'el,' for example, 'debajo de la
silla' (under the chair).

Additional Resources
1. “Bajo el Cielo Azul”
This heartwarming novel tells the story of a young girl who discovers a hidden world beneath the
sky. Through her adventures under the vast blue canopy, she learns valuable lessons about
friendship, courage, and self-discovery. The poetic prose beautifully captures the essence of nature
and childhood innocence.

2. “Secretos Bajo la Tierra”
A thrilling mystery set in a small Spanish town where ancient secrets lie buried underground. The
protagonist, an inquisitive archaeologist, uncovers clues that reveal the town’s forgotten history.
This book combines suspense with cultural exploration, perfect for readers interested in history and
adventure.

3. “El Tesoro Bajo el Mar”
Dive into an exciting underwater adventure where a group of friends sets out to find a legendary
treasure hidden beneath the sea. Along the way, they encounter marine creatures and face various
challenges that test their bravery and teamwork. The vivid descriptions make readers feel immersed
in the ocean’s depths.

4. “Bajo la Luna de España”
Set in the vibrant streets of Seville, this romantic tale unfolds under the enchanting Spanish
moonlight. The story follows two lovers whose paths cross unexpectedly, leading to a passionate and
emotional journey. The novel beautifully portrays Spanish culture, music, and traditions.

5. “Caminos Bajo la Nieve”
This poetic narrative explores the life of a traveler navigating snowy landscapes and the
metaphorical ‘paths under the snow.’ It delves into themes of solitude, resilience, and finding one’s
way amidst adversity. The author’s lyrical style invites readers to reflect on life’s hidden journeys.

6. “Bajo la Sombra del Olivo”



A historical drama set in the olive groves of southern Spain, where family secrets and generational
conflicts come to light. The story captures the essence of rural life and the significance of tradition.
Readers are taken on an emotional ride through love, loss, and redemption.

7. “El Misterio Bajo las Calles”
An urban fantasy where magical creatures live hidden beneath the city streets. The protagonist
discovers this underground world and becomes embroiled in a conflict that threatens both realms.
This book blends folklore with modern life, offering a unique perspective on the concept of ‘under.’

8. “Bajo el Mar de Estrellas”
A poetic and philosophical exploration of dreams and the subconscious, imagined as an ocean
beneath a starry sky. The narrative invites readers to dive deep into their inner worlds and confront
their fears and desires. Its dreamy atmosphere makes it a contemplative read.

9. “Historias Bajo la Mesa”
A collection of short stories centered around moments and secrets shared beneath the kitchen table.
Each tale reveals intimate glimpses into family dynamics, childhood memories, and hidden emotions.
This book highlights the significance of everyday spaces and connections.
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