
unm speech and hearing sciences center
unm speech and hearing sciences center is a premier institution dedicated to advancing the
fields of speech, language, and hearing sciences through comprehensive clinical services, innovative
research, and robust educational programs. Serving the community and the academic world, the
center focuses on diagnosing, treating, and preventing communication disorders while promoting
hearing health across all age groups. This article provides an in-depth overview of the UNM Speech
and Hearing Sciences Center, exploring its clinical offerings, research initiatives, academic
opportunities, and community outreach programs. Emphasizing state-of-the-art technology and
evidence-based practices, the center stands as a leader in improving communication abilities and
auditory health. The discussion will also cover the center’s multidisciplinary approach and its impact
on enhancing the quality of life for individuals with speech and hearing challenges.
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Overview of UNM Speech and Hearing Sciences Center
The UNM Speech and Hearing Sciences Center is part of the University of New Mexico’s commitment
to excellence in healthcare and education. It serves as a comprehensive facility where patients
receive expert evaluation and treatment for a variety of communication disorders. The center
integrates clinical care, research, and education to foster advancements in speech-language
pathology and audiology. With a team of experienced clinicians, researchers, and educators, the
center offers personalized care tailored to the unique needs of each individual. It is equipped with
advanced diagnostic tools and therapeutic technologies to ensure effective treatment outcomes. The
center’s mission encompasses improving communication abilities, supporting hearing health, and
contributing to the scientific understanding of speech and hearing disorders.

Clinical Services and Specialized Programs
The clinical services at the UNM Speech and Hearing Sciences Center cover a broad spectrum of
speech, language, and hearing disorders. Patients of all ages can access expert care designed to
address specific communication challenges. The center is known for its comprehensive evaluations,
individualized therapy plans, and ongoing support services. It emphasizes a patient-centered
approach, ensuring that treatment goals align with each person’s lifestyle and communication needs.



Speech-Language Pathology Services
Speech-language pathology at the center addresses disorders related to speech production, language
comprehension, voice, fluency, and cognitive-communication. Conditions such as stuttering, aphasia,
articulation disorders, and voice problems are treated through evidence-based interventions.
Therapists work closely with clients to develop strategies that enhance communication skills and
promote functional independence.

Audiology Services
The audiology department specializes in hearing assessments, hearing aid fittings, tinnitus
management, and auditory processing evaluations. Utilizing cutting-edge audiometric equipment, the
center provides precise diagnostics and customized hearing solutions. Pediatric and adult patients
benefit from comprehensive hearing healthcare aimed at optimizing auditory function and improving
quality of life.

Specialized Programs
The center offers targeted programs designed to address complex communication needs. These
include:

Early intervention for children with developmental speech and language delays

Rehabilitation for stroke and neurological disorders affecting speech and swallowing

Hearing conservation and protection programs for at-risk populations

Assistive technology consultations to support communication in challenging environments

Research and Innovation
Research is a cornerstone of the UNM Speech and Hearing Sciences Center, driving advancements in
understanding and treating communication disorders. The center fosters interdisciplinary research
collaborations that span speech science, audiology, neuroscience, and cognitive science. Faculty and
graduate students engage in projects that explore the neural mechanisms of speech and hearing,
develop novel therapeutic approaches, and improve diagnostic accuracy.

Current Research Initiatives
Ongoing research at the center includes studies on speech motor control, auditory processing
disorders, language acquisition, and hearing loss prevention. Investigations into neuroplasticity and
rehabilitation techniques aim to enhance recovery outcomes for patients with neurological injuries.
The center also prioritizes culturally and linguistically appropriate research methodologies to serve
New Mexico’s diverse population effectively.



Technological Advancements
The center integrates innovative technologies such as computerized speech analysis, advanced
imaging techniques, and telepractice platforms. These tools facilitate remote service delivery,
broaden access to care, and enable detailed monitoring of treatment progress. Research efforts
continually focus on refining these technologies to maximize their clinical utility.

Educational and Training Opportunities
The UNM Speech and Hearing Sciences Center is a hub for education and professional development in
speech-language pathology and audiology. It provides comprehensive training programs that prepare
students to become skilled clinicians and researchers. The center emphasizes hands-on experience,
mentorship, and evidence-based practice throughout its curricula.

Graduate Programs
The center offers master’s and doctoral degrees in speech-language pathology and audiology. These
programs combine rigorous academic coursework with clinical practicum experiences. Students gain
proficiency in diagnostic techniques, therapeutic interventions, and research methodologies. The
curriculum is designed to meet accreditation standards and prepare graduates for certification and
licensure.

Continuing Education
In addition to degree programs, the center hosts workshops, seminars, and professional development
courses for practicing clinicians. These opportunities focus on the latest advancements in clinical
practice, technology integration, and research findings. Continuing education ensures that
professionals remain current with evolving best practices in the field.

Clinical Training and Internships
Students and trainees receive supervised clinical placements within the center’s facilities as well as
affiliated community sites. This experiential learning fosters clinical competence and ethical practice.
Training emphasizes interdisciplinary collaboration and culturally responsive care to prepare future
professionals for diverse clinical settings.

Community Outreach and Engagement
The UNM Speech and Hearing Sciences Center actively engages with the local community to promote
awareness, prevention, and early identification of speech and hearing disorders. Outreach initiatives
aim to reduce communication barriers and enhance public understanding of communication health.



Screening and Prevention Programs
The center conducts regular hearing and speech screenings in schools, community centers, and
healthcare facilities. Early detection programs focus on identifying children and adults at risk for
communication difficulties. Preventative education on hearing conservation and vocal health is also
provided to various community groups.

Support and Advocacy
Support groups and informational sessions are offered to individuals and families affected by speech
and hearing disorders. The center collaborates with advocacy organizations to improve access to
services and promote inclusive communication environments. These efforts help empower individuals
to achieve their full communicative potential.

Collaborative Partnerships
Partnerships with schools, healthcare providers, and social service agencies enhance the center’s
outreach capacity. Collaborative projects address community-specific needs and foster
multidisciplinary approaches to communication health. These alliances contribute to the center’s
mission of comprehensive, accessible care.

Comprehensive clinical evaluations and personalized treatments1.

Innovative research advancing speech and hearing sciences2.

Robust educational programs for future professionals3.

Community-based outreach and preventative initiatives4.

Integration of cutting-edge technology in clinical and research services5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What services does the UNM Speech and Hearing Sciences
Center offer?
The UNM Speech and Hearing Sciences Center offers comprehensive diagnostic and therapeutic
services for speech, language, voice, and hearing disorders for individuals of all ages.

Who can access the services at the UNM Speech and Hearing



Sciences Center?
Services at the UNM Speech and Hearing Sciences Center are available to the public, including
children and adults experiencing speech, language, and hearing difficulties.

Does the UNM Speech and Hearing Sciences Center provide
hearing evaluations?
Yes, the center provides hearing evaluations using state-of-the-art audiological equipment to assess
hearing function and diagnose hearing loss.

Are there any training or educational programs at the UNM
Speech and Hearing Sciences Center?
Yes, the center is affiliated with the University of New Mexico and offers clinical training opportunities
for graduate students in speech-language pathology and audiology.

How can I schedule an appointment at the UNM Speech and
Hearing Sciences Center?
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting the center directly via phone or through the UNM
Health Sciences website where online appointment requests may be available.

Does the UNM Speech and Hearing Sciences Center accept
insurance?
The center accepts various insurance plans; however, patients are encouraged to verify coverage and
benefits prior to their appointment.

What research initiatives are conducted at the UNM Speech
and Hearing Sciences Center?
The center participates in research focused on speech, language, hearing disorders, and treatment
efficacy, contributing to advances in clinical practices and patient care.

Additional Resources
1. Foundations of Speech and Hearing Science
This comprehensive book explores the fundamental principles of speech and hearing sciences. It
covers anatomy, physiology, acoustics, and neurobiology related to speech production and auditory
processing. Ideal for students and professionals at the UNM Speech and Hearing Sciences Center, it
lays a solid groundwork for understanding communication disorders.

2. Clinical Audiology: Diagnosis and Management
Focused on clinical applications, this title delves into the assessment and treatment of hearing
impairments. It includes detailed protocols for audiological evaluations and hearing aid fittings. This



resource is essential for clinicians working within the Speech and Hearing Sciences Center to provide
evidence-based patient care.

3. Speech Sound Disorders: Assessment and Intervention
This book addresses various speech sound disorders, highlighting diagnostic tools and therapeutic
strategies. It combines theory with practical case studies to help practitioners design effective
intervention plans. Students and therapists at UNM will find this an invaluable guide for improving
speech outcomes.

4. Neuroscience of Communication: Insights for Speech and Hearing
Examining the neural mechanisms underlying communication, this book links brain function with
speech and hearing processes. It integrates cutting-edge research relevant to disorders such as
aphasia and auditory processing disorder. The text supports advanced study and clinical practice at
the UNM Speech and Hearing Sciences Center.

5. Language Development and Disorders in Children
This title reviews normal language acquisition alongside common developmental language disorders.
It offers assessment techniques and intervention strategies tailored to pediatric populations.
Professionals at UNM will benefit from its practical approach to fostering language skills in young
clients.

6. Amplification and Assistive Listening Devices
Detailing the technology and fitting of amplification devices, this book covers hearing aids, cochlear
implants, and assistive listening systems. It discusses candidacy criteria, device programming, and
outcome measures. This resource supports audiologists at the UNM center in optimizing hearing
solutions for their patients.

7. Voice Disorders: Diagnosis and Treatment
This book provides a thorough overview of voice production mechanisms and common voice
pathologies. It includes assessment methods and evidence-based therapy techniques for voice
rehabilitation. Speech-language pathologists at UNM will find this essential for treating clients with
voice disorders.

8. Acoustic Phonetics and Speech Perception
Exploring the acoustic properties of speech sounds and how they are perceived, this book bridges
phonetics and auditory science. It offers insights into speech signal analysis and perceptual processes
critical for understanding communication. This text is beneficial for research and clinical application at
the Speech and Hearing Sciences Center.

9. Multicultural Issues in Speech and Hearing
Addressing the impact of cultural and linguistic diversity on communication assessment and
intervention, this book equips clinicians with culturally responsive practices. It emphasizes ethical
considerations and strategies for working with diverse populations. UNM professionals will use this
guide to enhance culturally competent care in speech and hearing services.
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