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usc viterbi handbook serves as an essential guide for students, faculty, and staff associated with the
University of Southern California's Viterbi School of Engineering. This comprehensive handbook provides
detailed information on academic policies, degree requirements, course descriptions, and campus resources
tailored specifically for engineering students. It plays a crucial role in helping students navigate their
academic journey, understand the expectations, and access support services effectively. The USC Viterbi
handbook also outlines important regulations, code of conduct, and procedures that ensure a productive and
fair learning environment. Whether students are seeking guidance on curriculum planning or looking for
advice on professional development, this handbook remains an indispensable resource. This article will
delve into the key components of the USC Viterbi handbook, its structure, and how it supports the
academic and professional growth of engineering students at USC.
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Overview of the USC Viterbi Handbook
The USC Viterbi handbook is a detailed publication designed to guide engineering students throughout
their academic tenure at the Viterbi School. It consolidates critical information related to academic standards,
program requirements, and university regulations. This handbook is updated regularly to reflect changes
in curriculum, policies, and institutional guidelines, ensuring that students receive current and accurate
information. It serves as a central reference point, helping students understand the framework within
which their education is structured and delivered. Additionally, the handbook supports faculty and
administrative staff by providing a clear outline of expectations and procedural norms within the school.



Purpose and Audience
The primary purpose of the USC Viterbi handbook is to inform and assist students in managing their
academic plans effectively. It is tailored to meet the needs of undergraduate and graduate engineering
students, as well as faculty members who advise and mentor these students. By presenting comprehensive
details on course prerequisites, degree pathways, and academic policies, the handbook ensures that all
stakeholders have a mutual understanding of the academic environment at Viterbi.

Format and Accessibility
The handbook is available in both print and digital formats, allowing easy access for the school community.
The digital version is frequently updated and can be accessed via the official USC Viterbi School platform.
This accessibility ensures that students and faculty remain informed about any modifications or additions to
academic programs and policies in a timely manner.

Academic Policies and Degree Requirements
The USC Viterbi handbook meticulously outlines academic policies that govern student progression and
graduation. These policies encompass grading standards, course enrollment procedures, academic standing,
and graduation criteria. Understanding these policies is critical for students to maintain good academic
standing and to fulfill the requirements for their respective engineering degrees.

Degree Programs and Requirements
The handbook details the specific requirements for all degree programs offered within the Viterbi School,
including Bachelor of Science, Master of Science, and Doctoral degrees. Each program has defined credit
hour requirements, core courses, elective options, and capstone projects or thesis mandates. The handbook
specifies the minimum GPA requirements, residency rules, and any additional criteria necessary for degree
completion.

Academic Progress and Probation
Policies regarding academic progress, probation, and dismissal are clearly articulated to help students
understand the consequences of failing to meet academic standards. The handbook explains the procedures
for academic warning, probation terms, and the appeal process in case of academic difficulties. It also outlines
support mechanisms in place for students facing academic challenges.



Course Offerings and Curriculum Structure
The USC Viterbi handbook provides a comprehensive catalog of courses available within the school,
including detailed descriptions, prerequisites, and credit values. This catalog is instrumental for students and
advisors when planning semester schedules and long-term academic pathways. The curriculum structure is
designed to ensure a balanced education that combines theoretical knowledge with practical application.

Core Curriculum and Electives
The handbook distinguishes between core curriculum courses and electives. Core courses focus on
foundational engineering principles and essential technical skills, while electives allow students to explore
specialized fields and emerging technologies. This structure promotes both breadth and depth of
knowledge, preparing graduates for diverse career opportunities.

Interdisciplinary and Research Opportunities
In addition to standard coursework, the handbook highlights interdisciplinary programs and research
opportunities available to Viterbi students. These options encourage collaboration across departments and
promote innovation. Students are encouraged to engage in research projects, internships, and cooperative
education experiences to enhance practical skills and professional readiness.

Student Resources and Support Services
The USC Viterbi handbook outlines a variety of resources and support services aimed at fostering student
success. These include academic advising, tutoring, counseling, and technical support. By leveraging these
services, students can overcome academic challenges, enhance their learning experience, and maintain
well-being throughout their studies.

Academic Advising and Mentorship
Effective academic advising is a cornerstone of the USC Viterbi experience. The handbook describes the
advising process, how to schedule appointments, and the role of faculty mentors. Advisors assist students in
course selection, career planning, and navigating university policies to ensure timely graduation.

Technical and Career Support
Technical support services include access to labs, software, and engineering tools essential for coursework
and projects. Career support encompasses resume workshops, interview preparation, job fairs, and



networking events. These services are designed to equip students with the skills and connections necessary
for successful entry into the engineering workforce.

Code of Conduct and Academic Integrity
Maintaining a professional and ethical academic environment is a priority emphasized throughout the USC
Viterbi handbook. It clearly defines standards of conduct and the importance of academic integrity. The
handbook outlines prohibited behaviors, disciplinary procedures, and resources for reporting violations.

Academic Honesty Policies
The handbook details expectations regarding plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty.
It explains the consequences of violations, which can range from failing grades to expulsion. Upholding
these standards ensures fairness and preserves the reputation of the USC Viterbi School.

Student Responsibilities and Rights
Students are informed of their responsibilities to maintain ethical behavior, respect faculty and peers, and
adhere to university regulations. The handbook also highlights students’ rights to due process and access to
support services in cases of disputes or disciplinary actions.

Career Development and Professional Opportunities
The USC Viterbi handbook emphasizes the importance of career readiness and professional growth. It
provides guidance on leveraging campus resources to build a successful engineering career. Students are
encouraged to participate in internships, cooperative education, and professional organizations to expand
their experience and network.

Internships and Cooperative Education
Details about internship programs and cooperative education opportunities are included to help students
gain real-world experience. The handbook explains eligibility criteria, application processes, and how these
experiences can contribute to academic credit or graduation requirements.



Professional Organizations and Networking
The handbook promotes involvement in professional societies and campus engineering clubs. These
organizations offer leadership development, technical workshops, and networking events that connect
students with industry professionals and alumni. Participation enhances both technical expertise and soft
skills vital for career advancement.

Provides a centralized resource for academic policies and degree information

Details course offerings and curriculum requirements for engineering programs

Highlights student support services including advising and career resources

Establishes guidelines for academic integrity and student conduct

Encourages professional development through internships and organizational involvement

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the USC Viterbi Handbook?
The USC Viterbi Handbook is a comprehensive guide that provides important information, policies, and
resources for students enrolled in the USC Viterbi School of Engineering.

Where can I find the USC Viterbi Handbook?
The USC Viterbi Handbook is available online on the official USC Viterbi School of Engineering website,
typically under the student resources or academic affairs section.

Who should use the USC Viterbi Handbook?
The handbook is intended for all USC Viterbi students including undergraduates, graduates, and PhD
candidates to help them understand academic policies, degree requirements, and available support services.

Does the USC Viterbi Handbook include degree requirements?
Yes, the handbook outlines detailed degree requirements for all engineering programs offered by USC
Viterbi, including course prerequisites and credit requirements.



How often is the USC Viterbi Handbook updated?
The USC Viterbi Handbook is typically updated annually to reflect changes in academic policies, course
offerings, and other relevant information.

Can I find information about internships and career services in the USC
Viterbi Handbook?
While the handbook primarily focuses on academic policies, it often includes information and links to career
services and internship opportunities available to USC Viterbi students.

Does the USC Viterbi Handbook cover academic integrity policies?
Yes, the handbook includes a section on academic integrity, outlining USC Viterbi's expectations for student
conduct and the consequences of violations.

Is there information about student organizations in the USC Viterbi
Handbook?
The handbook may provide an overview or links to student organizations and clubs affiliated with USC
Viterbi to encourage student involvement and networking.

How can I use the USC Viterbi Handbook to plan my coursework?
Students can use the handbook to review degree requirements, course descriptions, and prerequisites to
effectively plan their academic schedules and ensure timely graduation.

Are there resources for graduate students in the USC Viterbi Handbook?
Yes, the handbook includes specific sections dedicated to graduate student policies, research guidelines,
thesis requirements, and resources available to graduate students.

Additional Resources
1. USC Viterbi School of Engineering Handbook: Academic Policies and Procedures
This handbook provides a comprehensive overview of academic guidelines, degree requirements, and
administrative policies specific to the USC Viterbi School of Engineering. It serves as an essential resource
for students navigating their academic journey, detailing course structures, grading criteria, and graduation
prerequisites. Faculty and staff also use this handbook to align their teaching and advising practices with
school standards.



2. Engineering Student Success at USC Viterbi: A Guide to Resources and Opportunities
Focused on maximizing student potential, this guide highlights the various academic support services,
research opportunities, and extracurricular activities available at USC Viterbi. It includes insights on
internships, co-op programs, and networking events designed to enhance professional growth. Students can
leverage this book to strategically plan their engineering careers while balancing academic demands.

3. Graduate Studies Handbook for USC Viterbi Engineering Students
This book outlines essential information for graduate students within the USC Viterbi School, including
thesis requirements, comprehensive exams, and research ethics. It serves as a roadmap for navigating the
complexities of graduate education, offering tips on advisor selection and funding opportunities. The
handbook is a valuable tool for ensuring timely completion of advanced degrees.

4. USC Viterbi Engineering Curriculum Guide
Detailing the course offerings and academic pathways within the USC Viterbi School, this guide assists
students in selecting the right classes to meet their degree goals. It covers core requirements, electives, and
interdisciplinary options, with descriptions of each course's objectives and prerequisites. Academic advisors
and students utilize this resource to tailor personalized study plans.

5. Professional Development Handbook for USC Viterbi Engineers
This handbook emphasizes skill-building beyond the classroom, focusing on communication, leadership, and
project management tailored to engineering students. It provides strategies for resume writing, interview
preparation, and professional networking specific to the engineering sector. USC Viterbi students use this
book to transition smoothly from academic environments into professional engineering roles.

6. Research and Innovation at USC Viterbi: A Student’s Guide
Highlighting the cutting-edge research projects and innovation initiatives at USC Viterbi, this guide
encourages student involvement in labs and entrepreneurial ventures. It introduces available research
centers, funding options, and collaboration opportunities with faculty and industry partners. The book
inspires students to contribute to meaningful advancements in engineering fields.

7. USC Viterbi Engineering Student Organizations Handbook
This book provides an overview of student-run organizations within the USC Viterbi community,
including technical clubs, honor societies, and cultural groups. It details membership benefits, leadership
roles, and event planning tips, fostering student engagement and networking. Participation in these
organizations is shown to enhance leadership skills and professional development.

8. Academic Integrity and Ethics Handbook for USC Viterbi Students
Focusing on the principles of academic honesty and ethical conduct, this handbook outlines policies,
examples of violations, and consequences specific to USC Viterbi. It promotes a culture of integrity essential
for engineers who will impact society through their work. Students are encouraged to understand and
uphold these standards throughout their academic and professional careers.

9. USC Viterbi Career Planning and Internship Handbook



This resource offers detailed guidance on securing internships, co-op positions, and employment after
graduation for USC Viterbi students. It covers resume building, job search techniques, and employer
expectations within the engineering industry. The handbook also includes testimonials and case studies
from successful alumni to motivate current students.
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