what airlines use avios

what airlines use avios is an important question for travelers and frequent
flyers looking to maximize their rewards and loyalty points. Avios is a
popular travel currency used by several prominent airlines and partners,
enabling travelers to redeem flights, upgrades, and other travel benefits.
Knowing which airlines accept Avios can help users plan their trips more
efficiently and get the most value from their points. This article explores
the airlines that use Avios, how the Avios loyalty currency works, and the
benefits of collecting and redeeming Avios across different carriers.
Additionally, it discusses the airline alliances and partnerships that expand
the usability of Avios beyond a single airline network. Understanding the
scope of Avios will empower travelers to make informed decisions about
earning and spending their points.
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Airlines That Use Avios

Avios is the frequent flyer currency for several well-known airlines
primarily within the International Airlines Group (IAG) and its partners. The
most prominent airlines that use Avios include British Airways, Iberia, and
Aer Lingus. These airlines allow members to earn and redeem Avios points on
flights, upgrades, and other travel-related services. Beyond these primary
carriers, Avios can also be used through various partner airlines, which
significantly increases its versatility and value for travelers worldwide.

British Airways

British Airways is the flagship carrier that popularized the Avios rewards
system. Members of the British Airways Executive Club earn Avios points on
eligible flights, hotel stays, car rentals, and credit card spending. Avios
can be redeemed for award flights, seat upgrades, and other travel benefits
on British Airways and its partner airlines. The extensive British Airways



route network covers destinations globally, making Avios a valuable currency
for international travel.

Iberia

Iberia Plus, the loyalty program of Spain’s national airline Iberia, also
uses Avios as its reward currency. Iberia Plus members can collect Avios
through flights, shopping, and other activities. Iberia’s partnership with
British Airways allows Avios points to be pooled and redeemed seamlessly
across both airlines, providing significant flexibility for travelers flying
within Europe, to the Americas, and beyond.

Aer Lingus

Aer Lingus, the flag carrier of Ireland, utilizes Avios within its AerClub
loyalty program. Members earn Avios by flying Aer Lingus and its partners, as
well as through other everyday activities. Aer Lingus offers valuable
redemption options for flights across the Atlantic and within Europe. The use
of Avios enhances Aer Lingus’s appeal to frequent travelers seeking flexible
rewards on transatlantic and regional routes.

Additional Partner Airlines

Beyond the core carriers, Avios points can be used on various partner
airlines, many of which belong to the Oneworld alliance. This broadens the
range of destinations and flight options available to Avios users. Some
notable Avios partner airlines include:

e American Airlines

Qatar Airways

Royal Air Maroc

Japan Airlines

Finnair

Malaysia Airlines

These partnerships allow Avios holders to redeem points on flights operated



by these airlines, making Avios a highly flexible currency for global travel.

How Avios Points Work

Avios points operate as a distance-based currency, meaning the number of
points required for a reward flight depends largely on the flight distance
and cabin class. This system offers clear redemption values and allows
travelers to estimate the points needed for specific routes. The accumulation
and redemption processes are integrated across the airlines that use Avios,
facilitating seamless point transfers and usage.

Accumulating Avios

Travelers earn Avios by flying eligible flights with airlines that use Avios,
booking hotels, renting cars, and making purchases through affiliated credit
cards and retail partners. The amount of Avios earned varies by flight
distance, fare class, and loyalty program tier. Higher-tier members often
receive bonus Avios on flights, increasing their earning potential.

Redeeming Avios

Avios can be redeemed for award flights, seat upgrades, hotel stays, car
rentals, and even experiences. When redeeming for flights, users can book
directly through the airline’s loyalty program or through partner airlines,
depending on availability. The number of Avios required depends on the route,
class of service, and availability of award seats. Additionally, Avios can be
combined with cash during booking to reduce the points needed for awards.

Benefits of Using Avios with Partner Airlines

One of the greatest advantages of Avios is the ability to use points across
multiple airlines within the IAG group and the Oneworld alliance. This
extensive network offers several benefits to travelers who collect and redeem
Avios.

Expanded Flight Options

By using Avios on partner airlines, travelers gain access to a wider range of
destinations and flight schedules. This flexibility makes it easier to plan



trips without being limited to a single airline’s network.

Pooling Avios Across Programs

Avios points can be transferred and pooled between British Airways Executive
Club, Iberia Plus, and AerClub accounts. This allows members to consolidate
their points for larger redemptions and take advantage of the best available
award seats.

Elite Status Recognition

Travelers with elite status in one Avios-based program may enjoy benefits
such as priority boarding, lounge access, and extra baggage allowance on
partner airlines. This enhances the overall travel experience when using
Avios across multiple carriers.

How to Earn and Redeem Avios

Maximizing Avios value requires understanding the best ways to earn and
redeem the points. Various strategies exist to accumulate Avios quickly and
redeem them efficiently for travel rewards.

Earning Avios

Flying eligible routes on British Airways, Iberia, Aer Lingus, and
partner airlines.

e Using co-branded credit cards that earn Avios on everyday purchases.

Booking hotels and car rentals through Avios-affiliated partners.

Participating in shopping portals and promotions that reward Avios.

Redeeming Avios

e Booking award flights on any Avios-using airline or partner.



e Upgrading paid tickets to a higher cabin class using Avios.
e Exchanging Avios for hotel stays and car rentals.

e Using Avios for experiences and other travel-related services.

Factors to Consider When Using Avios

While Avios offers significant flexibility and value, certain factors should
be considered to optimize the use of this travel currency and avoid common
pitfalls.

Taxes and Fees

Redeeming Avios for flights usually requires paying associated taxes, fees,
and carrier charges. These costs can sometimes reduce the overall value of an
award redemption, especially on certain routes or airlines.

Award Availability

Availability of award seats can vary widely depending on the airline, route,
and travel dates. Planning in advance and being flexible with travel dates
often helps secure the best Avios redemptions.

Expiration and Account Management

Avios points can expire after a period of inactivity in the loyalty program.
Regularly earning or redeeming Avios helps keep the account active and points
valid.

Transfer Times and Fees

When transferring Avios between programs like British Airways Executive Club
and Iberia Plus, transfer times and potential fees should be taken into
account to avoid delays in redemption opportunities.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is Avios and which airlines use it?

Avios is a travel rewards currency used by several airlines for earning and
redeeming points. Airlines that use Avios include British Airways, Iberia,
Aer Lingus, and Vueling.

Can I use Avios points on multiple airlines?

Yes, Avios points can be used across multiple airlines within the Avios
loyalty program, such as British Airways, Iberia, Aer Lingus, and Vueling,
allowing flexibility in booking flights.

Which airline loyalty programs award Avios as
points?

The main airline loyalty programs that award Avios as points are British
Airways Executive Club, Iberia Plus, Aer Lingus AerClub, and Vueling Club.

Are Avios points interchangeable between British
Airways and Iberia?

Yes, Avios points are interchangeable between British Airways Executive Club
and Iberia Plus accounts, allowing members to combine points for flight
redemptions.

Can I earn Avios when flying with partner airlines?

Yes, you can earn Avios when flying with partner airlines within the oneworld
alliance and other Avios partners, including British Airways, Iberia, Aer
Lingus, and Vueling.

Do airlines outside Europe use Avios?

Avios is primarily used by European airlines like British Airways, Iberia,
Aer Lingus, and Vueling, but some partner airlines worldwide also accept
Avios for redemptions.

How do I collect Avios points when flying?

You collect Avios points by booking and flying with airlines that participate
in the Avios program, such as British Airways, Iberia, Aer Lingus, and
Vueling, and by providing your loyalty number during booking.



Are Avios points valid on low-cost carriers like
Vueling?

Yes, Avios points can be earned and redeemed on Vueling, a low-cost carrier
that participates in the Avios loyalty program.

Is it possible to transfer Avios between different
airline loyalty accounts?

Yes, you can transfer Avios points between British Airways Executive Club,
Iberia Plus, and Aer Lingus AerClub accounts, facilitating greater
flexibility in using your points.

Additional Resources

1. Avios Unveiled: The Ultimate Guide to Airline Rewards

This comprehensive guide explores the Avios rewards program, detailing which
airlines participate and how travelers can maximize their points. From
British Airways to Iberia, the book breaks down earning and redemption
strategies. It'’s perfect for frequent flyers looking to get the most value
from their Avios points.

2. Flying with Avios: Insider Tips for Airline Loyalty Programs

Dive into the world of Avios with insider advice on leveraging airline
partnerships. The book covers the nuances of earning Avios through flights,
credit cards, and promotions across airlines like Aer Lingus and Vueling.
Readers will gain practical tips to boost their travel rewards and enjoy
premium experiences.

3. The Avios Network: Exploring Partner Airlines and Benefits

Explore the extensive network of airlines that utilize Avios as their loyalty
currency. This book provides detailed profiles of each partner airline,
highlighting routes, benefits, and how to combine Avios points for maximum
advantage. It’'s an essential resource for anyone interested in the Avios
ecosystem.

4. Mastering Avios: Strategies for Frequent Flyers

Designed for the savvy traveler, this book offers advanced strategies to
accumulate and spend Avios efficiently. It covers key partner airlines,
transfer options, and booking hacks that can save money and enhance travel
experiences. A must-read for those who want to travel smarter using Avios.

5. Avios and Beyond: Navigating the World of Airline Points

This book provides a broad overview of various airline points programs with a
strong focus on Avios. Readers will learn how Avios integrates with programs
like British Airways Executive Club and Iberia Plus. The author also compares
Avios with other popular mileage currencies to help travelers make informed
choices.



6. The Complete Guide to Avios Partner Airlines

Focusing exclusively on airlines that accept Avios, this guide breaks down
the benefits of each partner. From European carriers to long-haul flights,
readers will discover how to optimize their points for different travel
needs. The book also includes tips on booking and avoiding common pitfalls.

7. Travel Rewards Decoded: Understanding Avios and Airline Alliances

This book demystifies the complex world of airline alliances and how Avios
fits within it. It explains the relationship between oneworld alliance
members and Avios-using airlines. Travelers will learn how to combine rewards
across multiple airlines for seamless travel experiences.

8. Avios for Beginners: Starting Your Journey with Airline Points

Ideal for newcomers, this beginner-friendly book introduces the basics of the
Avios program and its partner airlines. It guides readers step-by-step
through earning, managing, and redeeming Avios points. Clear examples and
simple language make it easy to start earning rewards quickly.

9. Unlocking Avios: Maximizing Value Across Airlines

This book reveals secret tips and lesser-known ways to unlock maximum value
from Avios points. It highlights partner airlines, transfer opportunities,
and promotional campaigns that can boost your balance. Perfect for travelers
who want to stretch their Avios further and enjoy premium travel perks.
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