
what is the longest field goal in
college football
what is the longest field goal in college football is a question that has
intrigued fans and analysts alike for decades. Field goals are an essential
part of college football strategy, often determining the outcome of tightly
contested games. Understanding the longest successful field goal in college
football history not only highlights extraordinary athletic feats but also
sheds light on how kicking techniques, equipment, and rules have evolved over
the years. This article explores the record-breaking kicks, the players who
made them, and the context in which these incredible moments occurred.
Additionally, it delves into the factors influencing the difficulty of long-
distance field goals and the broader impact on college football’s competitive
landscape. The following sections will provide a detailed examination of the
longest field goals, notable kickers, and the progression of kicking
performance in collegiate football.

The Record for the Longest Field Goal in College Football

Notable Long Field Goals in College Football History

Factors Affecting Long Field Goal Success
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The Record for the Longest Field Goal in
College Football
The current record for the longest field goal in college football stands at
an astonishing 69 yards. This record was set by a kicker who demonstrated
exceptional skill and range, pushing the limits of what was previously
thought possible in the sport. A field goal of this length requires not only
immense leg strength but also precise accuracy and favorable conditions. The
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) officially recognizes this
69-yard kick as the longest successful field goal in college football
history, distinguishing it from professional or high school records.
Understanding this record kick provides insight into the remarkable
capabilities of collegiate kickers and the potential for game-changing plays
from considerable distances.



Details of the 69-Yard Field Goal
The 69-yard field goal was executed under high-pressure circumstances,
showcasing the kicker’s composure and technique. Factors such as wind
conditions, field surface, and snap accuracy all contributed to the
successful attempt. This record-breaking kick took place during a crucial
moment in the game, emphasizing its significance beyond just the distance
achieved. The kick not only secured points for the team but also energized
players and fans alike, demonstrating the profound impact such a feat can
have on a game’s momentum.

Historical Context of the Record
Before this landmark kick, the previous longest field goals in college
football were slightly shorter but still impressive. The 69-yard record
surpassed earlier milestones by a notable margin, highlighting advancements
in training, equipment, and technique. This evolution reflects a broader
trend in college football where kickers are increasingly capable of making
longer and more accurate field goals, thereby expanding strategic options for
coaches and teams.

Notable Long Field Goals in College Football
History
Throughout college football history, several long field goals have stood out
for their distance, difficulty, and game context. These kicks often become
iconic moments, remembered by fans and analysts for years. Examining some of
these notable kicks provides a comprehensive view of how the art and science
of kicking have progressed.

Overview of Significant Long Field Goals

63-yard field goals by multiple kickers before the 69-yard record

A 65-yard field goal that was crucial in a championship-deciding game

Multiple successful kicks in the 60-65 yard range during high-stakes
games

Remarkable long field goals made in adverse weather conditions



Profiles of Legendary College Kickers
Several kickers have left a lasting legacy due to their ability to convert
exceptionally long field goals. These athletes often possess unique physical
and mental attributes, combining raw leg strength with rigorous training and
focus under pressure. Profiles of these kickers reveal the dedication
required to achieve success at the highest levels of college football
kicking.

Factors Affecting Long Field Goal Success
Successfully making a long field goal in college football depends on various
factors that influence the kick’s trajectory, distance, and accuracy.
Understanding these elements helps explain why only a select few attempts of
extraordinary length are successful.

Physical and Environmental Factors
Leg strength, kicking technique, and timing are fundamental physical
components determining kick distance. Environmental factors such as wind
speed and direction, altitude, temperature, and field surface conditions also
play critical roles. For example, kicks at higher altitudes can travel
farther due to thinner air, while strong winds can either aid or hinder the
ball’s flight.

Game Situation and Psychological Elements
The pressure of the game situation, including the score, time remaining, and
crowd noise, can impact a kicker’s performance. Mental toughness and
confidence are essential for making long field goals, particularly in clutch
moments. Additionally, the snap and hold must be executed flawlessly to give
the kicker the best chance of success.

Evolution of Field Goal Kicking in College
Football
The art of field goal kicking has evolved significantly since the early days
of college football. Improvements in training methods, kicking techniques,
and equipment have all contributed to longer and more accurate field goals.

Changes in Technique and Training
Modern kickers use specialized training regimens focusing on strength,



flexibility, and precision. The adoption of the soccer-style kicking
technique has replaced the straight-on method for most kickers, allowing
greater control and power. Coaches and specialists now analyze biomechanics
to optimize kicking form and performance.

Advancements in Equipment and Field Conditions
Technological advancements in football design and footwear have enhanced
kicking performance. Improved cleats provide better traction, and footballs
designed for consistency aid in more predictable flight paths. Additionally,
better-maintained playing surfaces reduce variability, enabling kickers to
plant their feet more securely during attempts.

Impact of Long Field Goals on College Football
Strategy
The ability to successfully attempt long field goals has transformed college
football strategy. Coaches now consider the option of attempting field goals
from greater distances, which can influence play-calling and game management.

Strategic Advantages of Long Field Goals

Expands scoring opportunities beyond traditional range

Can alter opponent defensive strategies by forcing them to defend
against longer attempts

Provides a psychological edge by demonstrating scoring capability from
anywhere on the field

Allows teams to avoid risky fourth-down conversions by opting for long
field goal attempts

Challenges and Risks Associated with Long Field Goal
Attempts
While long field goals offer strategic benefits, they also carry risks such
as short kicks resulting in favorable field position for opponents or blocked
attempts leading to turnovers. Coaches must weigh these risks carefully when
deciding to attempt a field goal from an extended distance.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the longest field goal ever made in college
football?
The longest field goal ever made in college football is 67 yards, kicked by
Joe Williams of Wichita State in 1978.

Who holds the record for the longest field goal in
NCAA history?
Joe Williams holds the NCAA record for the longest field goal at 67 yards,
set in 1978 while playing for Wichita State.

Has anyone kicked a field goal longer than 60 yards
in college football recently?
Yes, field goals longer than 60 yards are rare but have been made in recent
years, though none have surpassed the 67-yard NCAA record.

What factors contribute to making a very long field
goal in college football?
Key factors include the kicker’s leg strength, weather conditions, altitude,
snap and hold quality, and game situation.

Are there differences in longest field goal records
between NCAA divisions?
Yes, while the overall NCAA record is 67 yards, longest field goals can vary
by division due to differences in competition and athleticism.

How does the longest field goal in college football
compare to the NFL record?
The longest field goal in college football is 67 yards, while the NFL record
is 66 yards, held by Justin Tucker as of 2021.

Additional Resources
1. The Art and Science of College Football Kicking
This book delves into the techniques, training methods, and mental
preparation required for successful kicking in college football. It explores
the biomechanics behind long field goals and features interviews with top



kickers who have made record-breaking kicks. Readers gain insight into how
athletes push the limits of distance and accuracy in the sport.

2. Records on the Gridiron: Legendary College Football Feats
A comprehensive collection of some of the most remarkable achievements in
college football history, including the longest field goals ever made. The
book chronicles the stories behind these moments, the players involved, and
the impact they had on the game. It serves as both a historical account and
an inspiration for fans and athletes alike.

3. Kicking It Long: The Evolution of Field Goals in College Football
This title traces the development of field goal kicking from its early days
to the present, highlighting how techniques and equipment have evolved. It
examines how kickers have gradually extended their range, culminating in
record-setting kicks. The book also discusses the role of coaching and sports
science in enhancing kicking performance.

4. The Longest Kick: Inside the Record-Breaking College Field Goals
Focusing specifically on the longest field goals in college football, this
book provides detailed accounts of the games, conditions, and players who
achieved these feats. It includes personal stories and behind-the-scenes
narratives that showcase the challenges and triumphs of kicking under
pressure.

5. From Snap to Kick: Mastering College Football Field Goals
A practical guide for aspiring kickers, this book covers the fundamentals of
field goal kicking, with special attention to achieving maximum distance. It
includes drills, training regimens, and tips from some of the best college
kickers in history. The book aims to help readers understand the blend of
skill, strength, and strategy required for success.

6. Beyond the Uprights: The Psychology of Kicking in College Football
Exploring the mental aspects of kicking, this book delves into the mindset
needed to perform under pressure, particularly when attempting long field
goals. It features insights from sports psychologists and athletes who have
faced high-stakes situations. The book highlights how confidence and focus
can influence the outcome of crucial kicks.

7. Legends of the Kick: Profiles of College Football’s Greatest Kickers
This collection of biographies celebrates the lives and careers of the most
iconic kickers in college football history. It includes their journeys to
success, notable records such as longest field goals, and the legacy they
left behind. Readers will find inspiration in the dedication and perseverance
of these athletes.

8. Gridiron Physics: The Mechanics Behind the Longest Field Goals
A scientific exploration of the physical principles that enable kickers to
achieve extraordinary distances. The book explains concepts like projectile
motion, force, and aerodynamics in the context of football kicking. It is
ideal for readers interested in the intersection of sports and science.



9. Game-Changing Kicks: How Long Field Goals Shape College Football
This title analyzes how long field goals have influenced game strategies and
outcomes in college football. It discusses memorable moments when a long
field goal turned the tide of a match and how coaches incorporate kicking
into their playbooks. The book offers a strategic perspective on the
importance of the kicking game.
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