
when did darth bane create the rule of two
when did darth bane create the rule of two is a question that delves into the rich lore of the Star
Wars universe, specifically concerning the Sith Order's dark history. Darth Bane, a pivotal Sith Lord,
revolutionized the Sith philosophy by instituting the Rule of Two, a doctrine that fundamentally
shaped the Sith's survival and operational strategy. This article explores the timeline and
circumstances surrounding the creation of the Rule of Two, its significance, and its impact on the Sith
and the galaxy at large. Understanding when Darth Bane established this rule offers valuable insight
into the Sith's clandestine evolution and their persistent struggle for power. The following sections will
cover the historical context, Darth Bane’s motivations, the exact timing of the rule’s creation, and
how it influenced Sith legacy.
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Historical Context of the Sith Before Darth Bane
Before exploring when Darth Bane created the Rule of Two, it is essential to understand the state of
the Sith Order prior to his intervention. The Sith had been numerous and often fractured, plagued by
infighting, power struggles, and a lack of long-term unity. Their numbers grew large, but their internal
conflicts weakened their overall strength. The Sith philosophy at the time emphasized the
accumulation of power through dominance and betrayal, leading to frequent Sith-on-Sith violence.
This chaotic environment set the stage for a transformative change in Sith doctrine.

The Sith Order's Structure and Challenges
Historically, the Sith operated under a loose hierarchy where many Sith Lords competed for
supremacy. The lack of a unifying structure resulted in their repeated failures to overthrow the Jedi
and dominate the galaxy. Internal betrayal was rampant, and the Sith were often destroyed from
within before they could achieve lasting power. This systemic weakness was a critical factor that
prompted Darth Bane to reconsider the way the Sith Order should function.

The Decline of the Sith Prior to the Rule of Two
The Sith’s decline was accelerated by their own excesses and infighting. Their larger numbers
became a liability rather than an advantage, as Sith Lords constantly vied for control. This decline



culminated in the near extinction of the Sith, forcing a strategic rethink of their philosophy and
organization. Darth Bane’s emergence occurred during this turbulent period, positioning him as a
necessary reformer.

Darth Bane’s Rise and Philosophy
Darth Bane was a Sith Lord whose personal experiences and insights led him to radically redefine the
Sith Order’s principles. His rise to power was marked by a profound understanding of the weaknesses
inherent in the Sith's previous structure. Bane believed that the Sith’s downfall was caused by their
numbers and the resulting infighting, which diluted their strength and focus.

Bane’s Early Life and Entry into the Sith
Darth Bane began his journey from humble origins, which shaped his determination and ruthlessness.
His innate connection to the dark side of the Force and his exceptional strategic mind enabled him to
survive and ultimately dominate within the Sith ranks. Bane's experiences convinced him that the Sith
needed to be fewer in number but stronger in purpose.

Bane’s Philosophical Shift
Rejecting the traditional Sith ideology that encouraged many Sith Lords to exist simultaneously, Bane
proposed a radical new doctrine focusing on survival and secrecy. His philosophy emphasized that the
Sith must operate in the shadows, with only two Sith at any given time: a master to embody the
power and an apprentice to crave it. This shift was designed to prevent the destruction caused by
infighting and to ensure the Sith's long-term survival.

The Exact Timing of the Rule of Two Creation
Understanding when Darth Bane created the Rule of Two requires examination of the timeline within
Star Wars lore, particularly the era following the Brotherhood of Darkness's collapse. The Rule of Two
was established around 1,000 years before the events of the Galactic Empire, during a period known
as the New Sith Wars.

The Aftermath of the Brotherhood of Darkness
The Brotherhood of Darkness was a Sith organization that attempted to unify the Sith but failed due
to internal weaknesses and external conflicts with the Jedi. Darth Bane witnessed the destruction of
the Brotherhood and recognized the need for a new approach. He enacted the Rule of Two shortly
after the Brotherhood's fall to prevent such failures in the future.



Timeline Placement
The Rule of Two was formally created approximately in 1000 BBY (Before the Battle of Yavin), marking
the beginning of a new Sith era. This timing is critical as it represents a turning point where the Sith
transitioned from a fractured collective to a secretive, focused order. The Rule of Two remained in
effect for centuries, influencing key Sith Lords such as Darth Sidious and Darth Vader.

The Rule of Two Explained
The Rule of Two was a revolutionary Sith doctrine that limited the Sith to only two members at any
given time: one master and one apprentice. This rule was not just a number restriction but a strategic
framework designed to ensure the Sith’s survival and eventual dominance.

Principles of the Rule of Two

Only Two Sith at a Time: One master who holds the power, and one apprentice who seeks to
gain it.

Secrecy and Stealth: Sith must operate from the shadows to avoid detection by the Jedi and
the galaxy at large.

Survival of the Fittest: The apprentice must eventually overthrow the master, ensuring the
Sith grow stronger with each generation.

Long-Term Strategy: The Rule of Two was designed to prevent infighting and preserve Sith
knowledge and power discreetly.

Impact on Sith Doctrine
The Rule of Two transformed Sith culture by emphasizing patience, secrecy, and the careful
cultivation of power. This doctrine allowed the Sith to rebuild their strength over centuries without the
self-destructive tendencies that plagued them previously. It also created a dynamic where Sith Lords
were constantly tested, ensuring that only the most powerful survived to lead.

Impact and Legacy of the Rule of Two
The creation of the Rule of Two by Darth Bane had profound and lasting effects on the Star Wars
universe. It shaped the Sith Order’s trajectory for over a millennium and influenced many key events
and characters within the saga.



Long-Term Sith Survival
The Rule of Two ensured the Sith's survival during centuries when they might have otherwise been
exterminated by the Jedi or internal conflict. By limiting their number, the Sith became less
conspicuous and more focused on strategic planning, enabling them to regain power gradually.

Influence on Key Sith Lords
Sith Lords such as Darth Sidious and Darth Vader were direct descendants of Darth Bane’s
philosophy. The Rule of Two was instrumental in their rise to power, enabling the Sith to orchestrate
the fall of the Jedi Order and the rise of the Galactic Empire. The dynamic between master and
apprentice defined the Sith's internal culture and their approach to galactic domination.

Enduring Legacy in Star Wars Canon
The Rule of Two remains one of the most significant Sith principles in Star Wars lore. It represents
Darth Bane’s lasting legacy as a reformer who saved the Sith from extinction and shaped their
destiny. The rule embodies the balance of power and ambition, central themes throughout the saga.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did Darth Bane create the Rule of Two?
Darth Bane created the Rule of Two approximately 1,000 years before the events of the Star Wars
films, during the era known as the Old Republic.

What is the Rule of Two established by Darth Bane?
The Rule of Two is a Sith philosophy stating there should only be two Sith at any time: a master to
embody the power and an apprentice to crave it, ensuring the Sith's survival and secrecy.

Why did Darth Bane create the Rule of Two?
Darth Bane created the Rule of Two to prevent the Sith Order from destroying itself through infighting
and to strengthen the Sith by maintaining secrecy and concentration of power.

In which Star Wars media is Darth Bane's creation of the Rule
of Two depicted?
Darth Bane's creation of the Rule of Two is depicted in the Star Wars Expanded Universe, particularly
in the novels 'Darth Bane: Path of Destruction' and its sequels.



How did the Rule of Two change the Sith Order?
The Rule of Two centralized the Sith power into a master-apprentice relationship, ending the previous
large Sith orders and ensuring the Sith remained hidden and more powerful.

Was the Rule of Two effective immediately after Darth Bane
established it?
While initially met with resistance, the Rule of Two ultimately proved effective in preserving the Sith
Order's existence and influence over centuries.

How long before the Star Wars movies did Darth Bane create
the Rule of Two?
Darth Bane created the Rule of Two about a millennium before the events of the Star Wars prequel
trilogy.

Did Darth Bane have any apprentices when he created the
Rule of Two?
Yes, Darth Bane took on an apprentice named Darth Zannah, marking the first implementation of the
Rule of Two.

What problems within the Sith Order led Darth Bane to
establish the Rule of Two?
The Sith Order was plagued by internal power struggles and infighting among many Sith Lords, which
weakened the order and led Darth Bane to establish the Rule of Two to prevent self-destruction.

Is the Rule of Two still in effect during the Star Wars movies?
Yes, the Rule of Two is in effect during the Star Wars movies, as seen with Darth Sidious as the
master and Darth Vader as his apprentice.

Additional Resources
1. Darth Bane: Path of Destruction
This novel by Drew Karpyshyn explores the origins of Darth Bane and the establishment of the Rule of
Two. Set in the Star Wars Expanded Universe, it chronicles Bane’s rise as a Sith Lord during a time of
chaos among the Sith Order. The book details how Bane realized that the Sith’s self-destructive
infighting was weakening them and led to the creation of the Rule of Two: one master and one
apprentice. It provides deep insight into the Sith philosophy and Bane's transformation from a soldier
to a dark lord.

2. Darth Bane: Rule of Two
The second installment in Drew Karpyshyn’s Darth Bane trilogy focuses on the consequences of the



Rule of Two. It follows Bane as he trains his apprentice, Zannah, while facing various Sith and Jedi
threats. The novel delves into the struggles of maintaining secrecy and power in the Sith tradition. It
also explores the complexities of the Sith apprenticeship under the new Rule of Two.

3. Darth Bane: Dynasty of Evil
This final book in the Darth Bane trilogy continues to explore the legacy of the Rule of Two. Bane’s
relationship with his apprentice becomes increasingly strained as they confront new enemies and
challenges. The novel highlights the brutal nature of Sith teachings and the constant battle for
dominance between master and apprentice. It also sets the stage for the Sith’s future influence in the
Star Wars saga.

4. Star Wars: The Rule of Two - Origins of the Sith
A comprehensive look at the Sith Order’s history, this book places Darth Bane’s creation of the Rule of
Two in the broader context of Sith lore. It examines the Sith’s rise, fall, and rebirth through Bane’s
reforms. The narrative provides historical background on why the Sith needed such a drastic
restructuring to survive against the Jedi.

5. Sith Lords: Masters of the Dark Side
This nonfiction Star Wars reference book explores the lives and philosophies of various Sith Lords,
including Darth Bane. The book discusses the significance of the Rule of Two and how it shaped Sith
strategy and survival. It also includes profiles of key Sith figures who followed Bane’s doctrine.

6. Dark Lord: The Rise of Darth Vader
While focusing on Darth Vader, this book offers context about the Sith legacy that began with Darth
Bane’s Rule of Two. It traces the lineage of Sith teachings from Bane’s time to the Galactic Empire
era. The narrative helps readers understand how the Rule of Two influenced Sith operations and their
approach to power.

7. The Sith Code and the Rule of Two
An analytical work that examines Sith philosophy, this title highlights the importance of the Rule of
Two as established by Darth Bane. It explores the Sith Code and how Bane’s Rule redefined Sith
survival tactics. The book is ideal for readers interested in the ideological underpinnings of Sith
culture.

8. Star Wars Legends: The Sith Redeemed
This novel provides a fictional account that intersects with the era of Darth Bane’s reforms. It explores
the impact of the Rule of Two on Sith and Jedi relations and the broader galaxy. The story delves into
the moral ambiguities and power struggles inherent in Sith teachings.

9. Galactic Dark Lords: Sith Strategy and History
A detailed history of the Sith Order, this book focuses on major turning points such as the creation of
the Rule of Two by Darth Bane. It analyzes how this rule ensured Sith secrecy and longevity. The book
also covers the influence of Sith strategy on galactic events across centuries.
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