when was the american anti slavery society
founded

when was the american anti slavery society founded is a question that leads directly to an
important chapter in the history of abolitionism in the United States. The American Anti-Slavery
Society (AASS) was established in the early 19th century as a pioneering organization dedicated to
the immediate abolition of slavery. Its foundation marked a significant turning point in the anti-
slavery movement, influencing political, social, and religious spheres. This article explores the
historical context, key figures involved in its creation, the society’s mission, and its lasting impact on
the abolitionist cause. Understanding when was the american anti slavery society founded provides
insight into the broader struggle against slavery and the efforts to promote equality and human
rights. The following sections detail the origins, foundational members, objectives, and activities of
this influential organization.
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Historical Context Leading to the Founding

The question of when was the american anti slavery society founded cannot be fully appreciated
without understanding the social and political environment of the early 1800s. During this period,
slavery was deeply entrenched in American society, particularly in the Southern states, where the
economy heavily depended on enslaved labor. However, growing abolitionist sentiments began to
spread, especially in Northern states and among religious groups such as Quakers and evangelical
Christians.

Several smaller anti-slavery societies and abolitionist groups had emerged prior to the AASS, but
none had achieved widespread influence or coordinated national efforts. The increasing tension
between pro-slavery and anti-slavery factions, coupled with the influence of Enlightenment ideals
and the Second Great Awakening, created fertile ground for a more organized and vocal abolitionist
movement.

This environment set the stage for the founding of a national organization dedicated exclusively to
the immediate abolition of slavery, which would later become known as the American Anti-Slavery
Society.



Exact Date and Place of Foundation

The American Anti-Slavery Society was officially founded on December 4, 1833. The founding
meeting took place in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, a city known for its active role in abolitionist
activities and its significant Quaker population, who were among the earliest advocates for the
abolition of slavery.

The choice of Philadelphia was strategic, as it was a center for progressive thought and a hub for
activists committed to social reform. The December 1833 convention brought together a diverse
group of abolitionists who shared a common goal: the immediate emancipation of all enslaved people
in the United States.

Key Founders and Leaders

The question of when was the american anti slavery society founded also involves understanding the
influential figures who played critical roles in its establishment. Some of the most prominent
founders included:

e William Lloyd Garrison - A radical abolitionist and editor of the anti-slavery newspaper “The
Liberator,” Garrison was a leading voice advocating for immediate emancipation without
compensation to slaveholders.

e Arthur Tappan - A wealthy merchant and philanthropist, Tappan provided financial support
and leadership for the society, helping to sustain its operations.

¢ Lewis Tappan - Brother of Arthur Tappan, Lewis was also a key organizer and fundraiser who
helped shape the society’s policies.

e Frederick Douglass - While Douglass joined the society later, his involvement as a former
enslaved person and eloquent speaker helped amplify the abolitionist message.

¢ Gerrit Smith - A prominent abolitionist and social reformer who contributed to the society’s
advocacy efforts.

These leaders, among others, helped create a powerful coalition that combined moral, religious, and
political arguments against slavery.

Mission and Objectives of the Society

The American Anti-Slavery Society’s mission was clear and uncompromising. From the moment of its
founding, the organization called for the immediate and unconditional emancipation of all enslaved
people throughout the United States. Unlike gradualist approaches, the society rejected any form of
compromise that allowed slavery to persist even temporarily.

The core objectives included:

e Promoting abolitionist literature and speeches to educate the public about the evils of slavery.



¢ Lobbying political leaders and influencing legislation aimed at ending slavery.
e Supporting escaped slaves and advocating for their protection and rights.
e Mobilizing local anti-slavery societies to create a national network of activists.

e Using moral suasion and religious arguments to appeal to the conscience of the American
people.

The society's dedication to these objectives distinguished it from other reform movements of the
time and solidified its role as a leader in the abolitionist cause.

Major Activities and Campaigns

The American Anti-Slavery Society engaged in various activities aimed at spreading its message and
pressuring political change. These efforts included:

1. Publishing and Distributing Literature: The society published “The Liberator” and other
pamphlets that exposed the brutality of slavery and called for abolition.

2. Organizing Lectures and Conventions: Public meetings and conventions were held to rally
support and educate citizens about abolitionist principles.

3. Political Advocacy: The society petitioned Congress and state legislatures to pass laws
restricting or abolishing slavery.

4. Supporting the Underground Railroad: Many members assisted escaped slaves in reaching
safety in the North or Canada.

5. Coalition Building: The society worked with other reform movements, including women’s
rights and temperance groups, to broaden its social impact.

These activities made the society a formidable force in the national debate over slavery and helped
galvanize abolitionist sentiment across the country.

Impact and Legacy of the American Anti-Slavery
Society

The founding of the American Anti-Slavery Society in 1833 marked a pivotal moment in American
history. Its uncompromising stance on immediate abolition influenced the political discourse and
increased public awareness about the moral and humanitarian crises caused by slavery.

While the society faced significant opposition, including violent backlash and internal divisions over
tactics and ideology, it succeeded in laying the groundwork for the eventual abolition of slavery. Its
members played crucial roles in shaping abolitionist policies and inspiring future generations of
activists.



The legacy of the American Anti-Slavery Society includes:

e The establishment of a national abolitionist network that connected activists from different
regions.

e The promotion of abolition as a central issue in American politics, influencing the formation of
anti-slavery political parties.

e The empowerment of formerly enslaved individuals and allies who advocated for civil rights
and equality.

e The inspiration it provided for subsequent social justice movements in the United States.

Understanding when was the american anti slavery society founded provides essential context for
appreciating its enduring impact on the fight against slavery and the broader quest for human rights
in America.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the American Anti-Slavery Society founded?

The American Anti-Slavery Society was founded in 1833.

Who founded the American Anti-Slavery Society and when?

The American Anti-Slavery Society was founded in 1833 by William Lloyd Garrison and Arthur
Tappan.

What was the main goal of the American Anti-Slavery Society
founded in 1833?

The main goal of the American Anti-Slavery Society was to promote the immediate abolition of
slavery in the United States.

Where was the American Anti-Slavery Society founded in
1833?

The American Anti-Slavery Society was founded in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1833.

How did the founding year of the American Anti-Slavery
Society influence the abolitionist movement?

Founded in 1833, the American Anti-Slavery Society played a crucial role in organizing and
energizing the abolitionist movement across the United States.



What significant event took place in 1833 related to anti-
slavery activism?

In 1833, the American Anti-Slavery Society was established to campaign for the abolition of slavery.

What role did the American Anti-Slavery Society, founded in
1833, play in American history?

The society was instrumental in raising awareness and pushing for the end of slavery, influencing
public opinion and legislation.

When exactly in 1833 was the American Anti-Slavery Society
founded?

The American Anti-Slavery Society was founded in December 1833.

Did the American Anti-Slavery Society exist before 1833?

No, the American Anti-Slavery Society was established in 1833 and did not exist before that year.

What were some key activities of the American Anti-Slavery
Society after its founding in 1833?

After its founding, the society organized lectures, published abolitionist literature, and supported the
Underground Railroad to help enslaved people escape.

Additional Resources

1. American Slavery and the Abolitionist Movement

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the origins and development of the American
abolitionist movement, including the founding of the American Anti-Slavery Society in 1833. It
explores the social, political, and religious factors that motivated activists to fight against slavery.
The book also highlights key figures and events that shaped the movement.

2. The Abolitionists: Together with Personal Memories of William Lloyd Garrison and Frederick
Douglass

This work offers an intimate look at the lives and efforts of prominent abolitionists, including the
founders of the American Anti-Slavery Society. It details the society’s establishment, goals, and
challenges faced during its early years. The book also provides personal anecdotes that give insight
into the dedication of these reformers.

3. Founding the American Anti-Slavery Society: A History of the Early Abolitionist Movement
Focusing specifically on the creation of the American Anti-Slavery Society in 1833, this book traces
the events leading up to its establishment. It examines the ideological divisions and alliances among
abolitionists and the society’s impact on American society. The narrative is supported by primary
documents and contemporary accounts.



4. William Lloyd Garrison and the Birth of the American Anti-Slavery Society

This biography centers on William Lloyd Garrison, a key figure in the founding of the American Anti-
Slavery Society. It discusses his role in shaping the society’s radical approach to abolition and his
influence on its early campaigns. The book also covers the broader context of abolitionism in the
1830s.

5. Slavery and Freedom in the Age of the American Anti-Slavery Society

Examining the period surrounding the society’s founding, this book explores the tensions between
slavery and freedom in antebellum America. It highlights how the American Anti-Slavery Society
sought to challenge entrenched systems of racial oppression. The text situates the society’s efforts
within the larger struggle for civil rights.

6. The American Anti-Slavery Society: Ideals, Conflicts, and Legacy

This volume delves into the internal dynamics of the American Anti-Slavery Society, including
debates over tactics and ideology. It discusses the society’s founding in 1833 and its role in
mobilizing public opinion against slavery. The book also assesses the long-term effects of the society
on abolition and reform movements.

7. Voices of Abolition: The Founding Documents of the American Anti-Slavery Society

A collection of speeches, pamphlets, and letters from the early years of the American Anti-Slavery
Society, this book provides firsthand perspectives on its founding in 1833. Readers gain insight into
the motivations, rhetoric, and strategies employed by abolitionists. The compilation serves as a vital
resource for understanding the movement’s origins.

8. Race, Reform, and the American Anti-Slavery Society

This book explores the intersections of race, activism, and reform within the context of the American
Anti-Slavery Society’s founding. It analyzes how the society addressed issues of racial inequality and
sought to influence public policy. The study also examines the society’s relationships with other
reform movements of the time.

9. From Emancipation to Equality: The Impact of the American Anti-Slavery Society

Tracing the legacy of the American Anti-Slavery Society after its founding, this book assesses how
the society’s early efforts contributed to the eventual abolition of slavery. It discusses the society’s
strategies, challenges, and successes from 1833 onward. The work highlights the broader
implications for civil rights and social justice in America.
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